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THE FIRST PSYCHOLOGICAL LAJBOKATORY

Weber was a professor of anatomy and Fechner was a professor
of physics. Their experiments in psyehophysics were performed in
their own laboratories. Thfey put psychology in a laboratory, but not
in a psychology laboratory. This step remained for Wilhelm Wundt
at the University of Leipzig. While Wundt's title was professor of
philosophy, he was primarily a psychologist. He believed that psy-
chology is a science and should be studied by experimentation in a
laboratory designed for such study. Consequently, he established the
world's first psychological laboratory, in the year 1879,

Soon there began a steady stream of students from all over the
world to study psychology by experiment in the Leipzig laboratory.
Outstanding among the Americans who studied under Wundt and
later became prominent psychologists were Hall, Cattell, Scripture,
Angell, Witmer, Titchener, Warren, Stratton, Judd, Arps, and many
others. Most of them later became professors of psychology in Ameri-
can universities and, in turn, established psychological laboratories.
The first one was established by G. Stanley Hall, Wundt's first Ameri-
can student, at John Hopkins University in 1883, This was followed
by one at the University of Pennsylvania in 1888, by Cattell, and
another at Toronto in 1889 by Baldwin. Today, there is a psychologi-
cal laboratory in every college and university of any significance in
the United States.

The psychological laboratory at Leipzig was but the nert step
in a long line of events that pointed to this culmination*   If it had
not been Wundt, certainly someone else would soon have put psycho-?
logical experiments in a separate room.   Experimental psychology was
developing an identity of its own.   The work of Weber and Fechnef
has already been mentioned as characteristically psychological.    Peri
haps Hermann von Helmholtz did as much as anyone else in laying tW
foundation for an experimental laboratory in psychology.   He was aif
army physician who attracted academic attention by stating in |
paper, on the conservation of energy, that the human body is r
exception to nature's laws of causation.   He soon, became professor
physiology at the University of Kdnigsberg.   While Ixere he measure
ihe rate of a neural impulse, invented the ophthalmoscope, and wroi
tihe first volume of his famous boot, Phsyiological Optics,    He tit
went to the University of Heidelberg where he was most prolific
and. writimg, prineapaEy in the field of sense perceptioi
"tibe three^Ydinne book on Optics, which is still the bat?
text m this field, and wrote another almost equally famot

